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E. TUCK

participation. In a community organization in the South Bronx, [ worked with youth
and staff to collectively design curriculum for a summer program. We developed
our own processes of brainstorming, decision making, and assessment that we then
implemented to develop summer workshops that were innovative, inspirational, and
downright juicy with ideas. -

As a researcher, | have conducted participatory action research with urban youth
on the lived value of the General Educational Development (GED) credential, school
pushout, mayoral control, and education policy. In my work with the Collective of
Researchers on Educational Disappointment and Desire (CREDD), we designed a
comprehensive study on the use and misuse of the GED to push unwanted students
out of their public high schools. Several youth researchers in our collective had
been pushed out of their former schools, so our research was very personal to them.
At the same time, we were creating our collective as a space for coligboration and
learning. We were trying to create for ourselves a kind of workspace that we had
never had before, one in which we made decisions in ways aligned with what we
valued, and asked questions in ways that matched our epistemologies (our theories
of knowledge and knowing), In an essay that our group wrote about wwm experience
of creating our collective, we wrote, “Everyone is responsible for making our space
a participatory space. We dor’t erase ourselves from our work, our whole selves
are involved because lots of kinds of skills and thinking are needed, not just one”
(Tuck et ai., 2008). We also wrote,

* We have come to our project by attending to our felt senses, by listening to our
hunches, by being unafraid to ask each other to say more at the point where
our felt senses may be just about to break apart, to care about words and ideas,
to try things on, to say what feels like small things out loud and listen to the
echoes. In this way, we engage collectively in reconstructing our own realities.
‘We engage together in/toward self-determination and re-cognition. We are
constantly switching between inhabiting this current world and the world we
want to {nhabit, struggling to clarify our vision, like shaking a TV antenna to
get a clear picture, ‘

_We realize that reforming the school system and challenging various forms
of oppression are linked struggles, so our approach to social justice focuses on
challenging the status quo through PAR, and at the same time modeling the
kinds of interactions we want to have.

Many times throughout this work, ¢ach of us has said that we have been waiting
our whote lives be a part of a space like this. We have wondered aloud what
amazing difference it would have made for our schools to be sites of collective
inquiry and meaning making, as CREDD has become for us. Our schooling has
marked us, but this experience as CREDD has marked us too.

In my work with youth researchers in participatory action research projects,
] have been profoundly changed by the experience of struggle and possibility that
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E. TUCK

Dear readers, we don’t need to let the enormity of change needed (and the enormity .
of the tieed for change) paralyze us. Change can be as small as shifting a baby from
one hip to the other, This is not to say that change is incremental, but that steps
which provide new vantage points can incover new or forgotten paths. It is not.
so much the size of the steps, but the possibilities they bring into view. [n Sarah’s
words, “Experiences of genuine participation change us for good. The steps we
take together leave ever-expanding passageways into other'ways of living. Push on,
readers, and let us know what you can s¢¢ from there.”

Txin sismiftaan, in loving support,
Eve Tuck
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